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The Changing Nature of Main Streets

For the last 100 years, street design has been the domain of transportation 
engineers, whose primary focus has been moving vehicles safely and 
efficiently.

Streets were mostly designed as conduits.

Nowhere is this more evident than the Cogswell Interchange....
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The Gardiner Expressway

150 Buildings were Expropriated and razed

The Cogswell Interchange, 1967
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Rethinking Streets as  
PLACES instead of CONDUITS.

How can a highway be re-imagined as a 
place?
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“Complete Sreets” Offer a new Perspective & a 
renewed focus for Main Street
Engineers, urban designers, landscape architects and wayfinding/place-branding experts work 
together to create destinations instead of conduits.
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Argyle Shared Street



8— Finding your Main Street’s Purpose Fathom Studio

Argyle Shared Street

Place Des Arts, Montreal

Tactical Urbanism project on Argyle
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5 Months Construction - $5m

Place Des Arts, Montreal
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A Shared Street

Place Des Arts, Montreal
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Bridgewater
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Charlottetown Heritage District Streetscape
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1880’s
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Yarmouth
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Wolfville East End Plan
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10 Steps to realizing your Main Street’s Purpose

1.	 Establish a process to prioritize what’s important on your Main Street (walking, AT, parking,parks, etc). Don’t 
let cars dominate the priorities. People attract people. 
2.	 Tackle parking misconceptions head on.
3.	 Ensure the zoning allows for mixed uses and people living above the groundfloor. Height will entice change.
4.	 Make sure the plan addresses the engineering realities through supporting traffic/parking studies. The 
government engineers need to be able to defend and rally behind the plan.
5.	 Explore the themes, stories and brand that make your Main Street unique.
6.	 Design solutions to help infuse these stories and themes into Main Street.
7.	 Create simulations to help illustrate the vision to the public.
8.	 In detailed design, develop a strategy for keeping businesses accessible during construction.
9.	 Encourage people to participate during construction.
10.	Celebrate the revitalization process with events. 
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Questions...
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