WILDFIRES

Emergency Preparedness and Lessons Learned



The Perfect
Storm

» Lack of snow provincially (40.3cm
recorded from Jan 1 to April)

» Lack of Precipitation 133.7mm from
Jan 1 to May 28t

» Lack of below Freezing temperatures
all winter

* Pre-Greenup — brown grasses, less
new growth

» Spring Dip — Leaves just starting to
come out

» High Temperatures 30 Celsius
* High Winds (gusts of 50km/hr)

Stats taken from Halifax Environment Canada




SURVIVAL OR DESTRUCTION?

Landscape Practises, Proximity and type of Forest, Proximity to Neighbour, Long Driveways and yard accumulation




Wildfire Urban
Interface
Challenges

* PPE - Working in around
structures still burning and
respirators
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* Firefighter Safety — Collapse
zones, open septics, air quality,
evacuations

i
I
UL
|

il
!

i

B

e Span of Control — Multiple Fires
Provincially, Fire services
stretched

* The belief that
assessments/mitigation fails




Assessment
Completed in
Westwood

Identified as issues:
» Water Supply
» Access/Egress
» Forest Type/Proximity
» Landscape Practises
Actions Taken:
» - Access/Egress
* - 20 Home Assessments
* - Public Session and Social Media
* - Re-assessment in November 2022

Always include critical infrastructure in
Assessments! Towers can be burned too




LESSONS LEARNED
AS A FIRST RESPONDER
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