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Yarmouth & Acadian Shores is located in Kespukwitk, one of seven districts in Mi'kma'ki, and is home to Wasoqopa'q First Nation. Mi'’kma'ki is the traditional and unceded territory of the Mi'kmaq people.
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Our story _
e The value of tourism / what visitors tell us
e Marketing a Starlight Touris stination

e Sustainability
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The Yarmouth & Acadian Shores Tourism Association
(YASTA) is the official Destination Marketing and Management
Organization (DMMO) for Yarmouth & Acadian Shores

YASTA Core Partners
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Yarmouth & Acadian Shores is
where you can find some of the
darkest and clearest skies in
North America.
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SNBR

United Nations  Southwest Nova
Educational, Scientificand | Biosphere
Cultural Organization | Reserve




Astro-Tourism - Sustainable opportunities for rural destinations  Qur StOI‘Y
NSFM Spring Conference




Astro-Tourism - Sustainable opportunities for rural destinations T he Value
NSFM Spring Conference

$132.9B

Economic Activity
Annual - Canada




Our Country, Province & Region — Powered by Tourism The Va lue
NSFM Spring Conference

‘Nova Scotia - Tourism Grows atHome (2025) = =

Room nights sold NS tourism revenue & of NS tourism spending ;‘:: US visitor share .‘ YAS room nights
in NS 2025 growth from Nova Scotians of NS revenues i growth 2025

+19% vs 2024 Outpacing national +3% Domestic market vital 5 Our primary ferry market : 3,000 more nights sold




The Value

The Regional Value of Tourism - Yarmouth & Acadian Shores

NSFM Spring Conference
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2025 Spend by Category
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2025 YAS Revenue |

+4.7% vs 2024




TOURISM POWERS
MAIN STREETS
AND THE REGION

Local Impact & Community Vitality

Yarmouth & Acadian Shores is a small region
that punches above its weight. Tourism supports
local shops, restaurants, accommodations, guides,
attractions, operators, and cultural organizations
and more and helps keep our region alive.

77% Peak occupancy Sept 2025
51% Annual avg occupancy 2025

+4% YAS room nights growth vs 2024
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What visitors tell us

e Stargazing aligns with visitor demand for
authentic experiences:

-71% of past vacation visitors likely to go stargazing.

- Top motivations include “exploration/discovery” (14%)
and “natural beauty/outdoor activities” (12%).

e Stargazing builds on existing attractions, such as
the award-winning, Trout Point Lodge and
Deep Sky Eye Observatory.

e Creates new opportunities: guided stargazing,
astrophotography, dark-sky accommodations.

e Supports shoulder-season and off-peak visitation.

e Supports ongoing content and marketing to
promote astro-tourism experiences and sustainable
nature-based travel.

(Source: MQO_TNS_2036-VOV_YASTA FINAL.pptx)




Marketing a Starlight Tourist Destination

Omnichannel - Paid - Earned - Owned - Telling our story to the right people
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Cozy up under the starry skies of Yarmouth &
Acadian Shores. Experience autumn nights like never

before!

Stargaze this Fall

Find your perfect dark sky spot

OBQ iikod by grunei and others
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Learn More

23 comments
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facebook + Qa ®

visityas

sponsored

It's time to explore Yarmouth & Acadian Shores this
fall.

Paid Social
Ad targeting

Extraordinary night skies (s Ve
Sleep under the stars

OBQ iiked by grunsil and others 23 comments

(I comment /> share E& Like (I comment £ share



Marketing a Starlight Tourist Destination

Omnichannel - Paid - Earned - Owned - Telling our story to the right people

Yarmouth & Acadian Shores | Cétes acadiennes et
Yarmouth's Post

. Yarmouth & Acadian Shores | Cites acadiennes et Yarmouth

Ceteg acadienneg - Yarmerth

NOUVELLE-ECOSSE &
Arayler Lodge Cape Forchu Lighthouse D Sy Eye Observatory
5

S
GUIDE D'EXPERIENCES 2026 Xgi!"“_‘"ﬂ ) < 2 i
xperiences | i 1 En_ X
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d Lake Provincia Park ForestGlen Adventites
Best places

to stargaze
in YAS

PortMailand Beach Trout Point Lodge. WedgeportNature Trai
Did-you know that Yarmouth & Acadian Shores is home to

North America’s first Starlight Reserve and Destination
designated by the Starlight Foundation? Find more night
sky experierices inside this guide.
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YAS Destination Guide YAS Social Media Channels
Produced in-house Organic Growth
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i Sustainability
NSFM Spring Conference

The Value of the Dark Sky . on 4,-;\\5%‘ 'g : .;\;,-,: .

Public Health: Reduces sLeep d|srupt|ons and heatth risks.
Energy Efﬁcuency Saves money by minimizing wasted llght. E B
Astrotourism: Expands tourism and attracts visitors. ¢ 3.

Preserves Heritage: Protects cultural and scientific connections to the night sky%




The Regional Value of Tourism - Yarmouth & Acadian Shores Sustainabi[ity

NSFM Spring Conference

The Value of the Dark Sky: : Sk \/\ﬁ\ \ vt &

, . | - | "(‘
A resource that costs us nothin‘g, but difﬁcutt and costly to fix. ‘ g 1

Dark sky protect|on is a rare policy win where mumapalltles can support the %sntor ecbnomy
reduce nuisance lighting, save energy, and protect commur(lty character.
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Light Pollution is Increasing.
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educe light pollution? ~~ = .
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The Regional Value of Tourism - Yarmouth & Acadian Shores Sustainability
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Myth: More Light = Better Security. Reality: Better Light = Better Security
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NSFM Spring Conference

Cold (5000K) 850 Lumens Warm White (2700K) 500 Lumens
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Cold (5000K) 850 Lumens Warm White (2700K) 500 Lumens
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NSFM Spring Conference

‘n‘omer to Beneflt from Astrotourlsm f-.,f - f{‘ S e

-‘f e:'magrc of the night sky by creating products expenences

by stars, or the Wonder people feel under a clear nlght sky -
AUId, create a “Mliky Way Cone 2 S ‘

'fdark-sky themed beer =

entatron 0" May 7th @ Yarmouth & Area Chamber Of Commerce 2



The Regional Value of Tourism - Yarmouth & Acadian Shores Sustainability
NSFM Spring Conference

.What We Ask_.‘ :

S AGh locally now. Use eX|st|ng mumdpaltools to |mprove l|ght|ng
) educate the publlc lead by example and protect dark sk|es as a shared asset




In rural
re for all.

Questions & Discussion

yarmouthandacadianshores.com

Yar;nouth &Jcadian Shores is located in Kespukwitk, one of seven districts in Mi'kma'ki, and is home to Wasoqopa'q First Nation.

% ’ Mi'kma'ki is the traditional and unceded territory of the Mi'kmaq people.


http://yarmouthandacadianshores.com
http://novascotiastarlight.com

